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MURRAY THOMPSON: BEFORE

SEnvironment

licensed. They are often way-
side pits of less than five 
acres. 

MAAP works with land-
owners to rehabilitate these 
sites, improving their use, 
whether for farming or  natural 
habitat. The program aims to 
do 30 projects a year – half in 
the spring and half in the fall, 
and tries to concentrate its 
efforts in one location at a 
t ime in order to be most 
efficient. 

Thompson and Murray 
were among a dozen land-
owners in Huron County with 
pits rehabilitated his past fall. 
Next spring, it will be in 
Northumberland.

“We had no plans to be in 
Huron County, but we had a 
lot of calls,” said project co-
ordinator Danielle Solondz. 

Murray was one of the call-
ers. He learned about MAAP 
through a local landscaper, 
Paul Vander Molen, and has 
been lobbying for the  program 
ever since he bought a farm 
with an old gravel pit three 
years ago.

“It was in the middle of a 
field, and a real inconve-
nience,” said Murray. “I had 

Belg r ave - a r e a  d a i r y 
farmer, Murray Thomp-

son, got two acres more 
 workable land this fall, and 
Allan Murray, who farms 
near Seaforth, got five acres 
of cropland, for free! 

Their farmland was restored 
under a rehabilitation pro-
gram for abandoned gravel 
pits, called MAPP (Manage-
ment of Abandoned Aggre-
gate Proper ties Program 
(MAAP). It’s operated by 
T he  Onta r io  Agg regate 
Resou rces  Cor pora t ion 
( T O A R C ) ,  b a s e d  i n 
Burlington. 

There are as many as 5500 
pits and quarries across the 
province deemed “aban-
doned” because they existed 
prior to 1990 when the Aggre-
gate Resources Act  was 
passed, and have never been 

BY FRANCES ANDERSON
The writer lives in Exeter
fanderson@bowesnet.com
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to  fa r m a round  i t .  You 
couldn’t drive up and down.” 

M A A P’s  const r uct ion 
supervisor Paul Har tnett 
 visited Murray’s farm and 
took soil samples. The topsoil 
was three feet deep in some 
places, so he could recontour 
the field and still have enough 
topsoil to crop.

“They were a great bunch. 
They done what I wanted and 
we worked together on it. I 
helped out with a mini-exca-
vator,  relocat ing t i les ,” 
 Murray told Ontario Farmer.

“It was all done within a 
week….I’ll be planting it into 
soybeans this spring.”

I n  cont r a s t ,  Ha r t ne t t 
a p p r o a ch e d  T hom p s o n 
because MAAP was working 
in the area. He had opened a 
pit in 1985, to get gravel to 
improve his farm yards, but 
the pit was in the middle of 
the farm and created a five 
metre drop, posing a danger 
for anyone working the field. 

Again, Hartnett took  photos 
of the site, and soil samples, 
and came up with a plan that 
used the existing topsoil. 

The process required a 
 couple of site visits over six 

months, but the actual land 
moving was done in three 
days, Thompson said. He has 
now seeded it down to return 
the area to hay field. 

Agriculture “is actually my 
favourite type of rehabilita-
tion because I like seeing 
unproductive land put back in 
production,” said Hartnett, 
who has a degree in landscape 
architecture. However, “each 
site is unique and not all sites 
can go back to agriculture.

He tries to work with the 
material on site.

“It’s not like we create a 
hole to fill a hole.” Further-
more, “it’s usually cost pro-
hibitive to bring in topsoil 
because of trucking costs. We 
don’t import “fill” because 
there’s a liability with what 
you bring in.” 

In a lot of cases, the plan is 
to strip off existing top soil, 
regrade the land to a 5:1 slope 
– which is the safe grade for a 
tractor from a design perspec-
tive – and then to have a 
 balance of topsoil.”

“I test with a mini excava-
tor to see the depth of top 
soil,” said Hartnett. If there’s 
eight inches he usually has 

enough to make most sites 
useable.

O nce  t he  l a ndow ner s 
approve the plans, Hartnett 
holds a mandatory pre-bid 
meeting for contractors where 
they visit all the sites in the 
area and discuss the work to 
be done.

“There’s absolutely no cost 
to the landowner,” said Hart-
nett. “I do the design and the 
low bid wins the contract.”

Gravel pit owners pay a 
licence fee of 11.5 cents per 
tonne of  aggregate they 
remove, and half a cent of that 
is designated to MAAP, gen-
erating about a half million 
dollars per year. 

Since the MAAP program 
began in 1997, it has spent 
$6.3 million to rehabilitate 
over 1300 acres at 320 sites. 

This amounts to about 
$5,000 to restore each acre of 
land. With farmland selling 
for $10,000 an acre, it’s good 
value for landowners  restoring 
gravel pits to cropland.

Both Murray and Thomp-
son both recommend it.

“Absolutely, no question!” 
said Murray. “For sure!” 
agreed Thompson. 

MAAP project 
co-ordinator 

Danielle Solondz 

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PAUL HARTNETT

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

MOUNT FOREST, ONT.

519-323-4289
MOUNT FOREST ONT

www.maplelanefarmservice.ca

USED TRACTORSUSED TRACTORSUSED TRACTORS

HAYINGHAYING
Agco 9365 15’ dbl. cond.........$79,900

Agco 3312, 12’ centre ivot.... $18,900

Taarup 4040C, 13’ C.piv, demo .. $26,900

Taarup 4232LT 10 1/2’ mwr...$19,900

Kvld 9042T, 13’ rotary .....................Demo

Kverld TA 9071S dbl rotary rake....$17,900

Claas Rollant 66 4x5, .................... $6,900

Hesston 945 4x5 net wrap ....$13,900

NH BB940 big sq baler .............$35,900

CIH LB333, big sq..................Coming

Gehl 2 row cornhd, 30” ..............$1,595

Gehl 6’ grass header......................$795

JD 920 mwr. cond. ..........................$7,900

NH 1431 13’..............................................$14,900

MF 1363 10’ disc mwr, demo................... $21,695

NH 166 Hay Inverter ................................... $2,695

NH 166 inverter..........................................$4,495

NH 144 inverter, new canvas.....................$3,895

Tonutti 385 rake ........................................$3,900

IH 5 bar roll-a-bar rake ...................................$795

MISCELLANEOUSMISCELLANEOUS
Gehl 322 V-Box spreader ...........$4,900
Kuhn Knight 2044 spreader ....$11,900
Windpower 20kw generator ......$1,495
New endgate kit for NI 3639........ $795
New endgate kit for NH 195 ........ $795
Widemans 450, V-btr...............$27,900
Meyers VB 440 vert. Btr ........ $29,900
Vicon 870 sprayer .......................$2,250

Hardi 750 Commander Plus .....$23,900
Hardi 1200 sprayer ..................Coming
Hardi TR300, 42’............................$2,950

Agro Trend 7’ SA bloer ...................Coming
LucknowS100H, 1000 rpm ............ $3,495
Lucknow7-1/2’SAblower .............. $1,095
Lucknow8-1/2’DAblower.............. $1,295
Hagedorn 8’SAblower ................... $1,695
Bare Foot 8-1/2’ dble auger snowblower..$1,795
New Lucknow blower, 4’ SA$1,495
New Lucknow 9’, DA .................$5,995
New Smyth 8.5’, 540 rpm...........$4,395
Douglas 6’ 3ph fin. Mower ........$1,495
Alo 940 self0 level ldr ................$2,495

ASK US ABOUT LOW RATEASK US ABOUT LOW RATE
FINANCING ON SELECT USEDTRACTORS & HAYTOOLSFINANCING ON SELECT USEDTRACTORS & HAYTOOLS

AC 5050, 4WD, ldr .................$5,900
Agco 6690, 2WD, rops ..........$10,900
Agco 7600 4WD, ldr, rops ......$19,900
Agco 9630 4WD, cab............. Coming
Agco RT95 4WD,cab, ldr.......$39,900
Agco RT100 4WD, cab, ldr CVT....$72,900
Agco RT120, CVT, 50 km........ Demo
Agco RT150 CVT & ldr...........$75,900
DZ Agrokid 230 4WD, ldr.......$24,900
DZ AgroPlus 67.......................$35,900
DZ AgroPlus 75 4WD, ROPS, ldr ...$23,900
DZ AgroFarm 85 4WD, ldr.....$41,900
DZ Agro 70Orch Vin................$29,900
DZ Agro Plus,75F, cab, orch ..$38,900
DZ Agro Plus 90 S, cab, orch ..$39,900
DZ 6250 4WD, ldr ..........................$8,900
DZ 7085, 4WD, cab .............$15,900
DZ Agrotron 90, 4WD, MK3, ldr, frt hitch, PTO $34,900
DZ Agrotron 100MK3 ldr .........$36,500
DZ Agrotron 210....................... $79,900
DZ X720 low hrs .....................$129,900
Fendt 712 ldr, 2005, 4500hrs....$83,900
Fendt 712 ............................... Coming
Fendt 714, frt ht, PTO ........... Coming
Fendt 714, WD, cab, ldr........... $129,900

Fendt 926, CVT ..................... Coming
Fendt 927 1000 hours.............$175,900
Fendt 930 rev. station..............$189,900
MF 399, 4WD, cab, ldr ............$29,900
MF 5455 4WD, cab, ldr, 1000 hrs..$49,900
MF 5460 4WD, ROPS, ldr, 400 hrs $53,900
MF 6270, 4WD, ROPS ..........$27,900
MF 7475, CVT, 50 km, 800 hrs Rental
JD 6310 4WD, ROPS, ldr. .......$27,900
JD 3255 4WD ..........................$24,900
JD 6410 4WD, ROPS, ldr. .......$29,900
JD 6410L, 4wd, ldr, rops .........$28,900
JD 3140 2WD, cab ..................$7,900
JD 7130 4WD, ROPS, 2950 hrs 44,900
JD 7330, 4WD, cab, ldr............$79,900
JD 7420, 4WD, cab, ldr............$69,900
JD 7520, IVT, ldr.......................$72,900
White 6065, 4WD, ldr..............$13,900
White 6410 4WD, ROPS, ldr...$28,900
Valtra 8550.............................$34,900
Ford 1210, 2WD, hydro, as is $2,695
Ford TW 30 ............................$6,900
CIH MX 120, 4WD, IDR..........$48,900
CIH MX150, 4WD, IDR...........$58,900

TILLAGE & SEEDING
CIH 4500, 14’ vibrashank .................$1,395

CIH 4800, 30’, 3 bar harrows ...........$9,900

CIH4200, 15’mulch finisher............. $4,900

SALFORD550-34 rolling harrows ...$23,900

AC2500, 30 disc ...............................$2,900

Sunfl 1435, 36’ disc ........................$33,900

Sunfl 1435-26 disc .........................$32,900

Kvld PG115 6F roll over plow .......$39,900

JD980 cult ..................................... Coming

JD 210, 13-1/2’ rock flex ..........$3,900

JD 714 coulter chisel...............$14,900

JD 637, 26-1/2’ disc................$29,900

JD726-24mulch finisher................$23,900

DunhamLehr 28’-15” sprk pkr ...... $8,900

Krause 5213, 15’ drill ......................Coming

Kvern cult 3PH, 20’....................$1,295

Sunflower 4510-11 disc chisel...$23,900
Sunflower 5035-32.....................$29,900
Sunflower 9421-20 no-till ..........$55,000
DelMorino 3ph rototiller...............$2,395

SOLDSOLD

SOLDSOLD

SKID LOADERS
Gehl 353mini excav..........................$29,900

Gehl 4240..........................................$13,900

Gehl 3935SX.....................................$11,900

Gehl 4640 2246 hrs..........................$11,900

Gehl 4840, 2 sp, cab, hi flow..........$17,900

Gehl 340, art. Ldr, ROPS....................Demo

Gehl V270, cab, demo.....................$34,900

Gehl RS 5-19 cab ............................$36,900

Gehl RS 5-19 rops...........................$37,900

Mustang 3503, 3-1/2 T, cab, 300 hrs..$31,900
ManitouMLT633 .............................$29,900
Bobcat S185.....................................$14,900
Case 1845C........................................$6,900
JD250..................................................$9,900
NHL785 ..............................................$5,900
NHLX885 ..........................................$6,900
14.00x17.5 Solid Flex tires...............$2,895
Rear hyd stabilizer kit ..................... $1,295


